
MIGRATION AND

CITIZENSHIP 

PLAYLIST: BEGINNER



The purpose of this playlist is to expand your knowledge and

critical understanding about migration and citizenship from U.S.

and international perspectives. This playlist guides you through

various types of resources across eight modules related to how

issues specific to migration and citizenship affect people’s lives

in society. 

These eight modules, each of which will take about 90 minutes,

offer a curated experience that builds upon critical knowledge;

provides opportunities for reflection and self-work; presents

resources to engage in interpersonal and group work; and offers

scaffolding to address organizational and systemic change.

Specifically, this playlist is anchored by the necessity to

dismantle myths and assumptions about migrants and refugees.

The following modules have been intentionally developed and

organized to guide learners through a developmental sequence,

building your knowledge as you move from Module 1 to Module

8. By moving through the modules and respective resources in

order, you will engage deeply with curated opportunities to

build upon your knowledge as you progress through the playlist.

INTRODUCTION 



To access the resources, click on the underlined text within the

modules. At the end of each module, there are reflections,

activities, and challenges that serve as natural pauses to process

your learning and consider how to apply these new insights to

your practice. 

This playlist includes resources related to trauma, violence, and

discrimination. We encourage you to take care of yourself while

engaging in these resources. If you need additional support, we

have listed Harvard resources in the final module.

As you engage with this playlist, be mindful that we cannot

expect closure. True anti-oppressive work is a lifelong process,

grounded in a commitment to lifelong learning. This playlist

merely serves as a thoughtful entree into the work and we highly

recommend that you continue to share these resources with your

communities and sustain your commitment to this work through

the suggestions in Module 8.

ORIENTATION



This playlist was curated by Martha Franco (Ed. M and Doctoral 

 Candidate).

To learn more about Martha, click here.

CREDITS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xDn71UsEH9_5H_qslp35to2YfNLfSeeprNsNjQ7KDIM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xDn71UsEH9_5H_qslp35to2YfNLfSeeprNsNjQ7KDIM/edit?usp=sharing


M O D U L E  2 :  L E A R N I N G  T E R M S  A N D
C O N C E P T S

M O D U L E  3 :  P U T T I N G  K N O W L E D G E
I N T O  C O N T E X T

Now that we have assessed the myths surrounding migration

and citizenship, learning the different vocabulary and legal

terminology is crucial to building the necessary knowledge to

speak about issues of migration and citizenship.

What role does race play in migration and citizenship? What

about age and displacement? In this module, we go deeper

into how different identity markers and contexts add depth to

the experiences of migrants and refugees.

M O D U L E  1 :  M Y T H  B U S T I N G
In order to critically understand issues of migration and

citizenship, it is important to begin by assessing the type of

myths and  assumptions that are prevalent in this domain.

ROAD MAP

M O D U L E  5 :  T A K I N G  A C T I O N

M O D U L E  6  &  7 :  A P P L Y I N G
K N O W L E D G E

This module seeks to begin to answer the question of how to

better support migrant and refugee communities in general

and from an education perspective.

These last two modules provide you with the tools, resources,

and information needed to build your own toolkit to support

migrants and refugees both from an individual perspective

and from a critical educator perspective.

M O D U L E  4 :  C O N T R I B U T I O N S ,
F A M I L I E S ,  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S

Migrants and refugees often settle in different states, cities,

and communities yet their contributions to these domains

often go unseen. Additionally, migrant and refugee families

tend to be overlooked in much of the research and practices

focused on migration and citizenship.

 M O D U L E  8 :  S U S T A I N I N G
Because anti-oppressive work requires continuous learning,

this module provides habits, connections, and additional

resources to dig deeper, learn more, and engage with this

work in community.



- WARSAN SHIRE
TEACHING MY MOTHER HOW TO GIVE BIRTH
(2011)

"When I meet others like me I

recognise the longing, the

missing, the memory of ash on

their faces. No one leaves

home unless home is the

mouth of a shark."



OPENING REFLECTION:  WHAT'S

YOUR WHY?

AS  YOU  PREPARE  TO  ENGAGE  WITH  TH IS
PLAYL IST ,  TAKE  A  MOMENT  TO  REFLECT  AND
NAME  YOUR  WHY .  

WHAT  HAS  BROUGHT  YOU  TO  TH IS  PLAYL IST ?  

WHAT  ARE  YOUR  GOALS  AS  YOU  MOVE
THROUGH  THE  MODULES ?  

WHAT  CHANGE  ARE  YOU  HOPING  TO  CREATE ?

PERSONALLY ,  PROFESS IONALLY ,  AND
STRUCTURALLY ?  

AS  YOU  CONT INUE  THROUGH  THE  FOLLOWING
MODULES ,  YOU  WILL  HAVE  OPPORTUNIT IES  TO
REV IS I T ,  REF INE ,  AND  RECOMMIT  TO  YOUR
WHY .



This document describes the complex pathways to apply for U.S. Citizenship: 1) a

closely related U.S. citizen or legal resident family member; 2) specialized

profession or job skill in which there is a shortage of American workers; 3) or

humanitarian reasons, such as a fear of being persecuted in the home country.

1. "WHY DON'T THEY JUST PLAY BY THE RULES? MYTHS
AND FACTS ABOUT U.S. IMMIGRATION POLICY" BY
MONICA HERNANDEZ, HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CENTER

MODULE 1: MYTH BUSTING

This 10 minute video follows three undocumented youth, and sheds light on

reasons as to why people decide to immigrate to the U.S., and the ways in which

being undocumented affects their well-being.

2. UNDOCUMENTED AMERICANS

In order to critically understand issues of migration and citizenship, it is

important to begin by assessing the type of myths and  assumptions that are

prevalent in this domain.

https://blogs.brown.edu/amst-2220j-s01-2017-fall/files/2017/10/Romero-2008-crossing-the-immigration-and-race-border.pdf
https://www.intergroupresources.com/rc/Why%20dont%20they%20just%20play%20by%20the%20rules.pdf
https://www.apa.org/topics/immigration/undocumented-video


WHAT  ARE  SOME  COMMON  MYTHS  YOU  HAVE

HEARD  ABOUT  IMMIGRANTS  OR  REFUGEES  IN

YOUR  COMMUNITY ?  

WHY  DO  YOU  TH INK  THESE  MYTHS  ARE  COMMON ?

WHAT  ARE  SOME  STRATEG IES  YOU  CAN  CREATE

TO  CONTEST  SOME  OF  THESE  MYTHS ?

REFLECTION



This is a UN website that has compiled a list of key migration terms that are

relevant internationally.

1. UN KEY MIGRATION TERMS

MODULE 2: LEARNING TERMS AND CONCEPTS

This webpage answers a lot of common questions around immigration, such as

"why can't immigrants just become legal?" as well describes the implications of

immigration reform.

2. IMMIGRATION REFORM FAQS

Now that we have assessed the myths surrounding migration and citizenship,

learning the different vocabulary and legal terminology is crucial to building the

necessary knowledge to speak about issues of migration and citizenship.

https://www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
https://americasvoice.org/why-dont-immigrants-come-here-legally-and-other-frequent-questions-about-immigration-reform/


This empirical article describes how “colorblind” practices toward undocumented

young adults effectively leads to greater criminalization of these youth.

1. RACISM, THE IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT REGIME,

AND THE IMPLICATIONS FOR RACIAL INEQUALITY IN THE

LIVES OF UNDOCUMENTED YOUNG ADULTS.

MODULE 3: PUTTING KNOWLEDGE INTO CONTEXT

This podcast features Sesame Street's Elmo and Prof. Sarah Dryden-Peterson.

They discuss the work Sesame Street is doing to young refugee children

displaced by conflict and persecution.

2. HARVARD EDCAST: ELMO GOES TO HARVARD

Roberto Gonzales is an expert on the topic immigration, and in this one-on-one

interview he discusses what we know so far about undocumented families, and

ultimately how the Immigration Initiative at Harvard came up.

3. HARVARD EDCAST: UNDERSTANDING IMMIGRATION

What role does race play in migration and citizenship? What about age and

displacement? In this module, we go deeper into how different identity markers and

contexts add depth to the experiences of migrants and refugees.

https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=TN_sage_s10_1177_2332649214551097&context=PC&vid=HVD2&search_scope=everything&tab=everything&lang=en_US
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/18/02/harvard-edcast-elmo-goes-harvard
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/19/09/harvard-edcast-understanding-immigration
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/19/09/harvard-edcast-understanding-immigration


REFLECTION

WHAT  ROLE  DOES  RACE  PLAY  IN  MIGRAT ION  AND

CIT IZENSHIP ?  

WHAT  ABOUT  AGE  AND  DISPLACEMENT ?



REFLECTION: REVISIT AND REFINE 
 YOUR WHY

AT  TH IS  POINT ,  TAKE  SOME  T IME  TO  REV IS I T
YOUR  WHY .  

REMIND  YOURSELF  OF  THE  QUEST IONS  AND
THOUGHTS  THAT  BROUGHT  YOU  TO  TH IS
PLAYL IST .  

HOW  HAS  YOUR  LEARNING  THUS  FAR  HELPED
YOU  REF INE  YOUR  GOALS  FOR  YOUR
LEARNING ?

WHAT  HAS  CHANGED  REGARDING  YOUR
UNDERSTANDING  OF  THE  PERSONAL ,

INTERPERSONAL ,  AND  STRUCTURAL  CHANGES
YOU  ARE  HOPING  TO  CREATE ?



In this podcast series, each episode focuses on one individual (politician, CEO,

journalist, and others), as they talk about their immigration story, or how they

have served the immigration community.

1. ONLY IN AMERICA PODCASTS

MODULE 4: CONTRIBUTIONS, FAMILIES, AND COMMUNITIES

This 23 minute video describes the experience of a father who was in the U.S. and

served in the military, yet was deported to El Salvador.

2. FAMILIES IN CRISIS: ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

Migrants and refugees often settle in different states, cities, and communities yet

their contributions to these domains often go unseen. Additionally, migrant and

refugee families tend to be overlooked in much of the research and practices

focused on migration and citizenship.

http://onlyinamerica.libsyn.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kadMi7ijna4


REFLECTION

WHAT  ARE  SOME  OF  THE  “UNSEEN ”

CONTR IBUT IONS  MIGRANTS  MAKE  IN  THE IR  NEW

HOMES ?  

HOW  DO  COMMUNIT IES  CHANGE  AS  NEW

MIGRANTS  SETTLE  DOWN  IN  THEM ?  

HOW  DOES  DEPORTAT ION  AFFECT  COMMUNIT IES ,

FAMIL IES ,  AND  DEPORTEES ?



This site has a list of frequently asked questions related to having undocmented

students in your classroom, and suggestions for how to show your support to

these students.

1. "IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE CHILDREN: A GUIDE FOR

EDUCATORS AND SCHOOL SUPPORT STAFF" - TEACHING

TOLERANCE

MODULE 5: TAKING ACTION

This article offer six suggestions for being an ally to immigrants and refugees,

including: 1) Center the people targeted by this ban; 2) Be intersectional in your

approach; 3)Don’t wait for permission; 4) Give your money to grassroots

organizations; 5) Offer in-kind services like translation and tutoring; 6) Think about

what’s next.

2. "6 WAYS TO BE AN ALLY TO IMMIGRANTS AND

REFUGEES" BY AURA BOGADO

This module seeks to begin to answer the question of how to better support

migrant and refugee communities in general and from an education perspective.

https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/spring-2017/immigrant-and-refugee-children-a-guide-for-educators-and-school-support-staff
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/6-ways-to-be-an-ally-to-immigrants-and-refugees


REFLECTION: RECOMMIT TO
YOUR WHY

AS  YOU  ARE  NEARING  THE  END  OF  TH IS
PLAYL IST ,  HOW  MIGHT  YOU  REV ISE  AND
RECOMMIT  TO  YOUR  WHY ?

BASED  ON  YOUR  ENGAGEMENT  WITH  THE
MODULES  SO  FAR ,  REMIND  YOURSELF  OF
THE  QUEST IONS  AND  THOUGHTS  THAT
BROUGHT  YOU  TO  TH IS  PLAYL IST .  

HOW  HAS  YOUR  LEARNING  THUS  FAR
HELPED  YOU  REF INE  THE  CHANGE  THAT  YOU
ARE  HOPING  TO  CREATE ?



These toolkits and resource guides developed by United We Dream and their

partners can be used to support local communities in ensuring protection and

inclusivity for immigrant communities. 

1. GUIDES AND TOOLKITS: UNITED WE DREAM

MODULE 6: APPLYING KNOWLEDGE
These last two modules provide you with the tools, resources, and information

needed to build your own toolkit to support migrants and refugees both from

an individual perspective and from a critical educator perspective.

https://unitedwedream.org/tools/toolkits/


CHALLENGE
CREATE  YOUR  OWN  TOOLK IT  FOR  EDUCATORS  IN

THE  US  WORKING  WITH  UNDOCUMENTED

STUDENTS  AND  FAMIL IES .  

P ICK  3 -5  ESSENT IAL  TOOLS  (ART ICLES ,

INFORMAT ION  SHEETS ,  PODCASTS ,  V IDEOS )  THAT

YOU  TH INK  ARE  HELPFUL  FOR  EDUCATORS

WORKING  WITH  TH IS  POPULAT ION .



This case study discusses a curriculum that was developed to promote teachers'

critical reflection about teaching students from recent immigrant backgrounds,

as well motivating them to actively engage in meeting these students' needs.

1. EXAMINING THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE: HELPING

TEACHERS DEVELOP AS CRITICAL EDUCATORS

MODULE 7: APPLYING KNOWLEDGE
This last  module provides you with the tools, resources, and information

needed to build your own toolkit to support migrants and refugees both from

an individual perspective and from a critical educator perspective.  

https://www-tandfonline-com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/doi/pdf/10.1080/10476210.2012.743984?needAccess=true


MODULE 8: SUSTAINING
Because anti-oppressive work requires continuous learning, this module

provides  connections and additional resources to dig deeper, learn more, and

engage with this work in community.

REACH
Immigration Initiative at Harvard
Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic

The following organizations and resources at Harvard provide opportunities to connect

with and learn about migration and citizenship in community.

This clinic has mutiple resources and they may need volunteers to help with

interpretation and/or translation.

1. CONNECT: HARVARD RESOURCES

To learn more about migration and citizenship and intersectional identities and

experiences, consider exploring the other playlists and resources in our database. Also,

take some time to explore the recommended book list by migration and citizenship

scholars below. 

2. LEARN MORE: RESOURCE BANK + RECOMMENDED BOOKS

https://reach.gse.harvard.edu/
https://immigrationinitiative.harvard.edu/
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/clinical/clinics/harvard-immigration-and-refugee-clinical-program/


RECOMMENDED BOOKS
Explore these works by migration scholars to continue your learning.

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  I M M I G R A T I O N  |  G R A C E  K A O M  E L I Z A B E T H
V A Q U E R A ,  A N D  K I M B E R L Y  G O Y E T T E  |  ( 2 0 1 3 )  

L I V E S  I N  L I M B O  |  R O B E R T O  C .  C O N Z A L E S  A N D  J O S E  A N T O N I O N
V A R G A S  |  ( 2 0 1 5 )

G L O B A L  M I G R A T I O N  A N D  E D U C A T I O N :  S C H O O L S ,  C H I L D R E N ,
A N D  F A M I L I E S  |  L E A H  A D A M S  A N D  A N N A  K I R O V A  |  ( 2 0 0 7 )

R E F U G E E S ,  I M M I G R A N T S ,  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  I N  T H E  G L O B A L
S O U T H :  L I V E S  I N  M O T I O N  |  L E S L E Y  B A R L E T T  A N D  A M E E N A
G H A F F A R - K U C H E R  |  ( 2 0 1 3 )

https://books.google.com/books/about/Education_and_Immigration.html?id=eCmM6ANa-6kC
https://books.google.com/books/about/Education_and_Immigration.html?id=eCmM6ANa-6kC
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520287266/lives-in-limbo
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520287266/lives-in-limbo
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212107019460003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local+Search+Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,Global+Migration+and+Education:+Schools,+Children,+and+Families+Leah+Adams&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212107019460003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local+Search+Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,Global+Migration+and+Education:+Schools,+Children,+and+Families+Leah+Adams&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212107019460003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local+Search+Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,Global+Migration+and+Education:+Schools,+Children,+and+Families+Leah+Adams&offset=0
https://books.google.com/books/about/Refugees_Immigrants_and_Education_in_the.html?id=JrhSFgNITmYC


FINAL REFLECTION

WHAT  HAVE  YOU  LEARNED  FROM  TH IS
PLAYL IST ?  

WHAT  CHALLENGED  YOU  AND  WHAT
SURPRISED  YOU ?  

IDENT IFY  ONE  OR  TWO  RESOURCES  THAT
YOU  WILL  EXPLORE  GOING  FORWARD  TO
CONT INUE  YOUR  LEARNING  ABOUT
MIGRAT ION  AND  C IT IZENSHIP  IN
EDUCAT ION .  


